TRUE  STATE 

OF  THE 

HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION 

FOR  THE 

COUNTY  of  MIDDLESEX, 
FAIRLY  AND  CANDIDLY  SET  FORTH. 


B  Y 


A  VISITING  MAGISTRATE . 

- - —  - 

1 

LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  F.  AND  C.  RIVINGTON,  N°  62, 

st.  Paul’s  church-yard, 

AND  * 

J.  HATCHARD,  N°  173,  PICCADILLY. 


M0CCXC1X. 


> 


l 


■J 


) 


\ 


\ 


/ 


< 


/ 


V  -  . 


J 


\ 


\ 


SECRETS 

OF  THE 

ENGLISH  BASTILLE,  &c. 


The  author  of  the  following  pages 
is  not  aware,  that  it  is  ufual  to  requejl  any  man, 
to  lend  his  cane  for  the  purpofe  of  having  it 
laid  acrofs  his  fhoulders :  but  to  what  lengths 
will  not  a  laudable  fpirit  of  inveftigation  carry 
men  ?  An  order  of  admiffion  within  the  walls 
of  the  Bajiille  (the  hackney- coachman's  name 
for  it)  it  feems,  was  applied  for.  And  it  having 
been  granted  by  fome  Magiftrate,  the  Houfe  of 
Correction  is  vifited,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
the  dimenfions  of  the  cells,  and  reporting  the 

A  2  miferies 
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miferies  of  their  inhabitants:  it  was  not  con¬ 
ceived  that  any  ufe  could  be  made  of  this  order, 
which  candour  and  a  fair  reprefentation  would 
not  fully  juftify ;  and  any  report  from  the 
prifon  that  was  fair  and  candid,  the  Magi- 

ftrates  had  no  reafon  to  wifh  fhould  be  with- 

*  #  • 

holden  from  the  public  eye.  They  were  vain 
enough  to  hope,  that  the  fyftem  eftablifhed  in 
that  place  of  confinement  would  abide  the 
moft  minute  inveftigation  :  and  they  were 
fupported  in  this  hope  by  the  favourable  re¬ 
port  of  many  philanthropic  vifitors,  who  left 
the  prifon-gate  with  the  moft  favourable  im- 
preflions  of  the  whole  fyftem  on  which  it 
is  conducted;  and  were  agreeably  furprized 
with  the  order,  the  diligence,  the  *  tran¬ 
quillity,  and  decorum  prevalent  in  every  part 
of  the  prifon.  Nay,  the  Magiftrates  have 
reafon  to  believe,  that  forne  vifitors  who  came 
full  of  the  ideas  of  a  Bqfiille  in  their  minds, 
could  not  fupprefs  their  aftonifhment  at  find- 

#  I  with  to  obferve,  that  this  favourable  opinion  of 
the  prifon  was  received,  previoujly  to  the  commitment  of 
certain  perfons  accufed  of  treafon,  or  treafonable  prac¬ 
tices  ;  ten  of  whom  have  created  more  trouble,  diforder, 
and  confufion  in  the  prifon,  than  an  hundred  convicted 
felons. 
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ing  the  prifon  in  a  ftate  of  fuch  perfeCt  health, 
fo  few  invalids  in  the  Infirmary,  and  the  place 
for  their  reception  fo  perfectly  inoffenfive,  fo 
clean  and  fo  full  of  comfort.  Where  then  fhall 
the  ground  of  accufation  be  found  ?  And  what 
difcovery  has  been  made,  to  juftify  the  charge 
brought  againft  the  Committee  for  infpeCting 
the  management  of  this  prifon,  as  having  en¬ 
couraged  fuch  a  fyftem  of  cruelty  and  coercion, 
as  neither  the  laws  of  the  country,  nor  the 
dictates  of  humanity  can  juftify  ?  Such  a 
fyftem,  as  Clergymen  efpecially  could  not  fuffer 
to  be  eftablilhed  for  a  moment,  except  on  the 
principle  of  “  commutation  of  temporal  for 
eternal  puniftiment ;  and  giving  up  the  poor 
fufferer  to  as  great  a  degree  of  torment  as  he 
is  capable  of  in  this  life,  by  way  of  fet-off 
againft  the  portion  which  his  crimes  might 
expeCt  in  the  next.” 

This  conjecture,  which  is  more  nearly  allied 
to  profanenefs  than  wit,  may  perhaps  have 
excited  a  fmile  at  the  moment,  but  deferves 
not  a  word  of  ferious  reply  :  except  by  pofi- 
tively  affirming,  that  no  fuch  feverity  of  punifti¬ 
ment  as  is  complained  of  does  exift  in  any 
part  of  the  prifon ;  that  the  whole  of  the  charge 

A  s  is 
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is  Unfounded  ;  and  that  it  is  to  be  confiderecf 
only  as  an  ignis  fatuus ,  calculated  to  miflead  the 
public  mind,  and  to  confirm  the  faid  hackney- 
coachman  and  his  brethren  in  their  rooted 
opinion,  that  a  prifon,  *  without  fpirituous 
liquor s— without  habitual  idlenefs — without 
promifcuous  intercourfe  of  the  fexes — without 
connection  with  felons,  and  other  offenders 
not  in  confinement— cannot  deferve  a  better 
name  than  that  of  a  Bajhlle . 

The  public,  however,  will,  in  fpite  of  any 
witticifms,  take  the  liberty  to  judge  for  them- 
felves  |  but  as  they  may  not  with  for  the 
trouble  of  a  perfona!  enquiry,  they  may  per¬ 
haps  go  a  fhorter  way  to  obtain  fatisfaCtion, 
by  bellowing  a  few  Ieifure-minutes  on  the 
following  detail  of  facts  ;  upon  the  truth  of 
which  they  may  fafely  rely,  although  they 
fhould  look  in  vain  for  a  fignature  at  the  con- 
dufion  of  thefe  Memoirs. 

i 

#  I  wifh  I  could  flatter  myfelf,  or  my  readers,  that 
the  fame  care  was  taken  in  other  prifons,  which  have 
not  been  fo  narrowly  infpedted  for  the  purpofes  of  in¬ 
formation  as  that  before  us. 


The 
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The  narrative  {hall  be  as  fhort  as  tjhe  nature 
of  the  fubjeCt  will  admit ;  but  as  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  go  as  far  back  as  to  the  very 
commencement  of  this  Syjlem  of  Terror ,  it 
cannot  be  dilpatched  fo  briefly  as  we  could 
wi{he 

i  , 

At  the  Michaelmas  Quarter-Seffions,  in  the 
year  1794,  theHoufeof  Correction  in  Cold- 
Bath-Fields,  (the  hackney-coachman’s,  car¬ 
man’s,  chimney- fweeper’s,  and  coal-heaver’s 
Bastille)  was  declared  to  be  in  a  proper 
condition  to  receive  the  prifoners  then  confined 
in  the  Old  Bridewell,  in  another  part  of  the 
parifti  of  St.  James,  Clerkenwell :  and  fo  far 
were  the  Magiftrates  from  intending  to  render 
the  condition  of  the  prifoners  lefs  comfortable 
than  it  was  before,  that  on  their  firft  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  Chapel,  the  *  perfon  who  was 
appointed  to  addrefs  them,  ventures  to  con - 

*  The  Difcourfe  then  delivered,  and  here  alluded  to, 
is  in  the  Prefs,  for  the  further  fatisfadtion  of  the  public, 
who  will-  there  find,  that  the  tendency  .of  the  whole 
fyftem,  ab  initio ,  was  entirely  different  from  what  it  is 
conceived  to  be  by  the  hackney-coachman  and  his 
friends. 

A  4 
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gratulate  (not  by  way  of  inful  ting)  his  hearers, 
on  their  change  of  fituation  fo  much  for  the 

better . 

d 

This  building  was  ereCted  at  a  very  great 
expence  to  the  county,  under  the  directions 
of  the  late  Sir  Robert  Taylor,  on  a  plan  very 
fimilar  to  that  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  for  the 
county  of  Glocefter.  The  grand  defideratum 
in  other  places  of  confinement,  viz.  the  repa¬ 
ration  and  claffing  of  prifoners,  was  here  fup- 
plied,  as  well  in  compliance  with  the  laws 
refpeCting  *  Penitentiary  Houfes  and  Houfes 
of  Correction,  as  in  full  conformity  with  the 
ideas  of  two  of  the  moft  benevolent  writers 
on  the  fubjeCt,  Mr.  Howard ,  and  the  no  lefs 
celebrated  philanth.ropift  Mr.  Jonas  Hanway. 
Not  fewer  than  300  cells  were  provided  for  the 
reception  of  as  many  individuals  ;  and  thefe 
(we  are  forry  to  have  reafon  to  apprehend)  will 
not  be  fufficient ;  when  the  termination  of  the 
war  fhall  have  difeharged  upon  the  metropolis 
its  ufual  number  of  inhabitants,  in  the  in¬ 
ferior  claffes  of  men.  At  this  period,  there 
was  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Governor  of  the 
Middlefex  Houfe  of  Correction ;  and  the 

*  19  G.  3.  22  G.  3.  and  31  G.  3. 
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Juftices  aftembled  in  Seffion  were  not  a  little 
anxious  to  fupply  the  place  of  their  deceafed 
Officer,  with  a  perfon  as  well  qualified  as  could 
any  where  be  found,  for  a  very  arduous  and 
important  fituation.  It  was  their  care  to  fteer 
clear  of  every  thing  like  a  job,  in  the  ap¬ 
pointment;  and  *  detur  digniori  was  moft  cer¬ 
tainly  their  rule  of  conduct :  the  public  tefti- 
mony  borne  recently  in  his  favour  by  the  very 
worthy  Chairman,  who  beft  knows  his  merit, 
was  ftridtly  juft ;  and  a  more  fit  perfon  could 
not  eafily  have  been  met  with,  as  well  for  the 
fervice  of  the  public,  as  for  the  proper  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  prifon,  and  the  difcreet  con- 
troul  of  its  inhabitants. 

It  will  naturally  be  fuppofed,  that  a  com¬ 
pilation  of  Rules  and  Orders,  collected  from 
the  experience  of  others,  with  the  addition  of 
fuch,  as  the  peculiar  fituation  of  this  prifon 
in  the  heart  of  the  metropolis  required,  en¬ 
gaged  the  firft  and  earlieft  attention  of  the 
Magift rates  :  and,  as  a  ftill  farther  vindication 
of  their  conduct,  againft  the  charge  of  in¬ 
humanity  in  the  outfet  of  this  bufinefs,  and 

*  Let  the  fitted  perfon  be  appointed. 

for 
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for  the  entire  fatisfadlion  of  all  orders  of  men? 
from  the  Member  of  Parliament  to  the  hackney- 
coachman,  (if  perchance  he  fhould  be  able  to 
read)  a  copy  of  the  faid  Rules  and  Orders  will 
be  here  fubjoined,  by  way  of  Appendix  ;  to¬ 
gether  with  Obfervations  on  every  particular 
Regulation  ;  declaring  the  principle  on  which 
it  was  founded ;  as  perfectly  agreeable  to  the 
Afts  of  Parliament,  in  conformity  to  which 
the  Rule  was  laid  down. 

Under  the  care  and  direction  of  Vijiting 
JuJl  ices  the  management  of  the  prifon  was 
at  firft  conducted,  and  Reports  were  regularly 
made  to  the  Seffions  every  quarter,  in  a  ftridl 
adherence  to  the  Laws  refpedting  Houfes  of 
Corredlion.  This  arrangement  continued 
through  the  year  1795  ;  but  in  the  Epiphany 
Seflion  of  1796,  it  was  propofed  and  ordered 
by  the  Court,  that  a  Prifon-Comimttee,  con- 
fxfting  of  near  twenty  Magiftrates,  fhould  be 
appointed,  to  infpedl  from  time  to  time  the 
concerns  of  the  prifons,  and  make  their  re¬ 
port  thereon  to  the  Court  on  the  County  Day. 
In  confequence  of  this  appointment  fifty 
Meetings  have  been  held  ;  and  at  every  one 
of  thefe,  enquiries  have  been  made,  agreeably 

to 
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to  the  Statutes,  concerning  the  due  Regulation 
of  the  Prifon,  the  Health,  the  Maintenance, 
the  Behaviour,  and  Treatment  of  the  Pri- 
foners ;  and  information  has  been  fought  after 
on  every  point,  wherein  the  interference  of  the 
Magiftrates  was  required.  The  days  of  meet¬ 
ing  being  fixed,  they  were  generally  known 
by  the  prifoners ;  and  whenever  any  complaint 
has  been  made,  either  by  letter  or  othenvife, 
it  has  been  the  conftant  practice  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  call  the  party  before  them,  and  to  liften 
to  all  that  he  had  to  fay;  and  where  his 
complaint  was  well  founded,  to  redrefs  the 
grievance.  On  all  thefe  occafions ,  the  attendance 
of  the  Chaplain  and  the  Surgeon,  together  with 

i 

that  of  the  Governor,  was  invariably  expeffed  : 
their  feveral  reports  were  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  j  and  as  perfect  a  knowledge  of  everything 
refpediing  the  interior  of  this  BajUlie  w^as  ob¬ 
tained,  as  the  pious  humanity  of  the  Chaplain, 
and  the  eminent  Ikilfulnefs  of  the  *  Surgeon, 

*  An  offender,  who  on  his  entrance  into  this  prifon 
was  found  afflicted  with  an  ulcerated  leg,  which  for 
fome  time  was  judged  necelfary  to  be  taken  off,  was, 
by  inceffant  care,  entirely  cured,  and  is  now  fully  capable 
of  following  his  trade,  with  nearly  as  free  ufe  of  one 
leg  as  of  the  other. 


COllld 
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could  enable  them  to  communicate  :  from  the 
former  the  Committee  received  frequent  and 
very  pleafing  information  of  a  manifeft  amend¬ 
ment  in  the  character  and  behaviour  of  the 
prifoners,  efpecially  of  young  offenders  ;  and 
from  the  latter,  they  feldom  had  a  report  of 
more  than  three  or  four  perfons  (when  there 
were  two  hundred  in  the  prifon)  ferioufly  ill 
at  the  fame  time  :  and  the  fact  is,  (and  let 
the  hackney-coachman  produce,  if  he  can,  a 
fimilar  Bill  of  Health  in  an  equal  number  of 
his  affociates,  throughout  the  metropolis)  that 
from  the  iff  of  January,  1796,  to  the  18th 
of  December,  1798,  not  fewer  than  three 

THOUSAND  SIX  HUNDRED  AND  NINE  prifonerS 

have  been  committed,  and  that  of  this  number 
only  sixteen  in  the  two  years  have  died ; 
making  an  average  of  about  one  prifoner  in 

TWO  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-FOUR  :  a  fadt 

which  affords  the  fulleft  anfwer  to  every  im¬ 
putation  brought  againft  the  ftate  and  condition 
of  this  prifon,  as  deftrudtive  of,  or  even  inju¬ 
rious  to,  the  health  of  its  inhabitants.  The 
reader  will  recoiled!:,  if  a  further  vindication  of 
the  healthinefs  of  the  prifon  be  neceffary,  in 
what  an  ill  ftate  of  health,  in  confequence  of 
their  vicious  irregularities,  and  under  what  un¬ 
favour- 


[  i3  1 

favourable  circumftances,  many  of  thofe  un- 

happy  perfons  are  received  within  thefe  walls  ; 

0 

and  then  his  only  ground  of  aftonifhment  will 
be,  that  fo  very  few  deaths  fhould  have  hap* 
pened  in  the  courfe  of  two  years 

The  Magiflrates,  who  are  able  to  bring 
forward  fuch  teftimonies  in  favour  of  this  mi- 
ferable  Bajlille ,  now  reprefented  as  deftruftive 
of  the  lives  of  the  perfons  confined  in  it,  are 
enabled,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fmile  with  con¬ 
tempt  at  the  random-charges  levelled  againft 

#  On  referring  to  the  Minutes  of  the  Prifon- Com¬ 
mittee,  I  find  that,  on  a  report  from  without  the  prifon, 
that  Smith's  health  was  fuffering  from  his  confinement, 
he  was  fent  for  more  than  once,  and  examined  as  to  his 
ftate  of  health  ;  when  it  appeared,  as  well  from  his  own 
declaration,  as  from  ocular  demonftration,  that  he  was 
in  perfect  health  ;  and  himfelf  \  the  Governor  and  Surgeon 
all  declared,  that  he  was  then  a  much  ltouter  man  than  he 
was  at  the  time  of  his  commitment. 

t 

It  is  alfo  obfervable,  that  two  prifoners  were  brought 
before  the  Committee,  previoufly  to  their  difcharge,  one 
of  whom  had  been  confined  two  years  and  a  half,  and 
for  a  confiderable  time  in  a  more  than  ordinary  ftate  of 
coercion,  for  refractory  behaviour ;  and  the  other  for 
two  years  ;  and  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  find  two 
more  healthy  countenances  than  were  exhibited  on  that 
occafion. 


them  j 
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them  ;  although  they  cannot  flatter  the  poor 
prifoners  with  any  hope  of  alleviation  of  their 
punifhment  for  their  fins  in  a  future  world, 
from  any  fufferings  to  which,  under  the  proper 
adminift ration  of  the  laws,  they  are  fubjeCted 
here.  But  they  do  direCt  them  to  another 
fource  of  hope  ;  by  rendering  their  imprifon- 
ment  in  a  ftate  of  folitude,  fo  favourable  to 
ferious  reflection,  fo  promotive  of  ufeful  in- 
duftry,  fo  introductory  to  habitual  fobriety, 
and  above  all  fo  inftrumental  to  proper  im- 
preffions  of  duty  towards  God  and  Man,  as  to 
become  fubfervient  to  the  future  reformation  of 
their  hearts  and  lives.  Of  this  reformation  the 
Magiftrates  have  received  many  very  flattering 
affurances ;  not  merely  within  the  prifon, 
wherein  it  might  readily  be  fufpeCted,  that 
the  prifoner  would  (for  felfifh  purpofes)  pro- 
fefs  more  than  he  really  felt ;  but  long  after 
their  difmiffion.  They  have  had  the  Tatis- 
faction  of  hearing  it  faid  by  reformed  delin¬ 
quents,  that  they  never  had  a  ferious  thought 
in  their  lives  till  they  came  thither — that  they 
account  it  to  be  the  happieft  event  that  ever 
befel  them,  that  they  came  within  the  dif- 
cipline  of  that  houfe :  thefe  are  the  perfons  to 
which  a  reference  mufl  be  had,  if  we  would 

kngw 
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know  the  true  name  of  this  Bafille.  They 
would  tell  us,  that  it  is  what  it  calls  itfelf, 
an  Houfe  of  Correffion  in  its  belt  and  fulleft 
fignification :  an  houfe,  in  which  their  ftubborn 
tempers  have  been  fubdued — their  hardened 
hearts  have  been  foftened — their  ignorant  minds 
have  been  inftrudled — their  vicious  habits  have 
been  overcome — new  habits  of  diligence  and 
fobriety  have  been  eftablifhed — and  in  which 
they  have  learnt  the  leffon  which  is  in  every 
one's  mouth,  but  far  from  being  admitted  into 
general  practice ;  viz.  that  “  Honefty  is  the 
beft  policy  f  and  that  there  is  neither  fecurity, 
nor  peace,  nor  comfort,  in  any  courfe  of  life, 
which  is  not  lawful,  virtuous,  and  honeft. 

This  then  is  the  general  hiftory  of  the 
prifon,  and  this  the  real  condition  of  the  for¬ 
lorn  inhabitants  of  the  Bafille :  they  have  a 
bed  *  with  proper  coverings,  in  every  refpedt 
better  than  many  of  them  have  been  accuftomed 
to  deep  on ;  four  days  in  every  week  they  have  a 
large  well-prepared  mefs  of  broth,  with  half 

#  A  very  great  Perfonage  was  particularly  ftruck  with 
the  accommodation  of  the  prifoners  in  this  refpe£l,  when 
his  Royal  Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  honour  this  prifon 
with  a  vifit. 


a  pound 
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a  pound  of  *  coarfe  but  wholefome  meat  in 
it,  and  plenty  of  vegetables,  the  produce  of 
a  large  garden  which  furrounds  the  prifon; 
and  in  which  prifoners  for  flight  offences  are 
permitted  to  labour  :  the  work,  which  they 
are  required  to  perform,  is  adapted  to  their 
ftrength  and  ability :  they  are  not  indeed 
compelled  to  that  fort  of  hard  labour ,  which 
is  only  calculated  to  give  them  a  deteftation  of 
the  name  of  labour;  but  are  required  to  be 
conftantly  induftrious ;  and  are  given  to  under- 
ftand,  that  no  man  is  to  expedt  any  favour 
within  thofe  walls,  who  does  not  exert  him- 
felf  according  to  his  ability  to  deferve  it :  and 
thus  it  is  found  by  experience,  that  habits  of 
induftry  have  been  there  eftablifhed,  which 
continue  with  them  to  this  moment,  on  their 
reftoration  to  fociety.  Youths  have  been  dif- 
miffed  well  inftruited  in  religious  truths,  who 
literally  knew  nothing,  that  they  ought  to  know, 
when  they  were  committed:  and  fome  adults 
have  actually  learned  and  required  a  proficiency 
in  trades  within  the  prifon,  which  have  fur- 

#  This  is  in  a  ftri£t  conformity  to  the  Statute,  in 
which  this  very  exprefiion  is  made  ufe  of. 

*j*  This  alfo  is  agreeable  to,  and  in  the  very  terms  of, 
the  A6t  of  Parliament. 

niflied 
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niflied  them  with  better  means  of  fubiiilence 
on  their  difcharge,  than  ever  they  would  have 
had  in  their  whole  lives. 

* 

In  Short,  if  the  Magistrates  have  erred,  it 
is  on  the  fide  which  is  oppofite  to  that,  for 
which  their  conduit  has  been  fo  unjufidy  re¬ 
probated;  and  they  are  more  open  to  the 
charge  of  having  done  too  much,  than  too 
little,  for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  the  pri¬ 
soners  :  they  feem  to  have  felt,  that  it  w*as  a 
Sufficient  punifhment  for  moft  crimes,  that 
they  fhould  be  Separated  from  their  families, 
abridged  of  their  liberty,  compelled  to  labour 
(which,  though  ultimately  beneficial  to  them, 
is  fuppofed  to  be  not  very  pleafant  to  perfons 
habituated  to  vicious  idlenefs)  and  to  have  no 
other  fubfiftence  than  bread  and  water  for 
three  days  out  of  the  Seven  :  the  Magistrates 
SuppoSed,  that  few  perfons  in  their  fenfes 

i 

would  ever  be  indifferent  about,  much  lefs 

■  ’  -  '  /  r 

would  wantonly  expofe  themfelves  to,  a  Sen¬ 
tence  of  imprifonment  in  this  place,  under 
all  its  advantages  :  but  they  had  no  idea,  nor 
can  all  the  rhetoric  which  has  been  difplayed 
on  the  occafion  convince  them,  that  it  is  in 
any  degree  a  place  of  torture ;  but  a  pjace  in 
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the  very  conftitution  of  which,  the  fundamental 
principle  is  punifhment  inflicted  with  dii^ 
cretion,  and  tempered  with  mercy. 

1  he  Magiftrates ,  who  have  been  honoured 
with  the  rrioft  public  declaration  of  Lord 
Chief  Jultice  Kenyon's  approbation  of  their 
conduct  in  the  management  of  this  prifon, 
would  regard  the  cenfures  of  cafual  infpedors 
for  particular  purpofes,  as  utterly  unworthy 
of  refutation,  were  it  not  incumbent  on  them, 
for  their  own  fakes  as  well  as  others,  to  give 
every  degree  of  fatisfadion  to  the  public  on  a 
fubjed,  wherein  the  peace  of  mind  of  fo 
many  individuals  is  immediately  concerned. 

I  fhould  here  take  my  leave,  did  I  not  feel 
myfelf  impelled  to  contribute  my  fhare  of 
vindication,  refpeding  the  condud  of  Govern¬ 
ment  towards  the  moft  dangerous  defcription 
of  prifoners,  I  mean  thofe  committed  on  fuf- 
picion  of  treafon,  and  for  feditious  p  radices. 

The  Magiftrates  have  too  much  refped  for 
that  authority,  by  which  prifoners  of  this  deno¬ 
mination  ftand  committed  to  the  Houfe  of  Cor¬ 
rection,  in  any  degree  to  arraign  their  conduct ; 
although  they  cannot  fupprefs  the  declaration  of 
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their  wifh,  that  any  other  place  of  confinement 
had  been  preferred  ;  as  it  is  moft  certain,  that 
they  have  proved  the  moft  turbulent,  refrac¬ 
tory,  and  ungovernable,  of  any  perfons  within 
thofe  walls .  They  have  uniformly  retained, 
and  on  all  occafions  fliewn,  when  it  has  been  in 
their  power,  the  fame  fpirit  which  brought 
them  thither ;  and  as  they  fhew  no  difpofition 
to  relent,  they  will,  beyond  a  doubt,  manifeft 
it,  as  opportunity  fliall  offer,  whenever  they 
are  difcharged. 

The  Royal  Perfonage  above  alluded  to,  had 
a  fpecimen  of  ingenuity  produced  to  him,  as 
delineated  on  the  whited  wall  of  one  of  thefe 
prifoner’s  cells ;  which  decency  and  profound 
refpecft  for  our  moft  amiable  and  moft  gracious 
Sovereign  forbid  me  particularly  to  defcribe  : 
but  it  was  an  effort  of  genius,  demonftrative  of 
the  utmoft  depravity  of  heart,  and  of  a  dif- 
affedted  propenfity  of  mind,  which  no  loyal 
fubjecft,  nor  any  true  friend  to  his  country, 
could  behold  without  abhorrence.  The  artift, 
being  interrogated  on  the  fubjedf,  faid  with  a 
fneer,  that  it  was  merely  for  his  amufement, 
and  with  no  evil  intention  whatfoever:— be¬ 
lieve  him,  who  will. 
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The  complaint  againft  the  *  feverities  exer- 
dfed  in  this  prifon  having  been  chiefly  brought 
forward,  as  they  refped  thefe  fufpeded  traitors, 
and  convidted  libellers,  (for  thieves  and  felons 
are  expofed  to  equal  fuflferings  unnoticed 
and  unpitied)  it  is  neceflary,  that  it  fliould  be 
(hewn,  in  what  manner  Government  has  con¬ 
tributed  to  their  comfort  and  fupport.  They 
have  been  under  an  allowance  of  13s.  4d- 
per  week,  befides  the  prifon-allowance  of 
bread,  flnce  April  laft  ;  which  is  fo  faithfully 
expended,  that  the  writer  has  feen  plates  ot 
meat  dreffed  and  prepared  in  the  moft  decent 
manner,  of  the  firft  T  quality,  and  amply  fuffi- 

*  The  complaint  which  has  been  made  of  the  mi f- 
ftatement  of  what  is  faid  in  the  courfe  of  Parliamentary 
Debates  is,  I  believe,  but  too  well  founded :  but  who 
can  have  more  juft  ground  of  complaint  than  the  perfon, 
whom  the  Papers  have  fo  erroneoufty  reported  to  have 
ftated,  that  Colonel  Defpard  could  only  converfe  with  his 
wife  through  the  grating  of  the  prifon  gate,  when  he 
knows,  that  on  his  vifit  at  the  prifon  he  left  the  Colonel 
and  his  wife  fitting  together  in  a  room,  and  converfing 
with  each  other,  near  a  comfortable  fire !  ! 

t  Complaint  having  been  made  by  thefe  mal-contents, 
that  their  meat  was  of  an  inferior  fort,  and  bought  at  a 
cheap  rate,  the  writer  of  thefe  pages  examined  the 
Butcher’s  bills,  and  faw  that  the  firft  price  was  given  for 
every  article  with  which  thefe  prifoners  were  fupplied. 
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dent  in  quantity,  ferved  up  in  a  way,  he  ven¬ 
tures  to  fay,  as  proper  in  every  refpeft  as  moft 
of  them  have  ever  feen  prepared  at  their  own 
tables.  In  addition  to  this,  an  indulgence  has 
lately  been  granted  them,  which,  fo  far  as  it 
extends,  is  utterly  fubverfive  of  the  difcipline 
of  the  prifon,  and  which  liberty  they  have 
moft  indecently  abufed ;  they  are  buffered  to 
dwell  together  in  a  way,  which,  if  they  are 
fuch  as  they  are  fufpected  to  be,  will  render 
them  probably  much  more  mifchievous  to 
fociety,  than  if  they  had  been  continued  in 
their  ftate  of  feparation  :  they  have  now  full 
leifure  for  a  free  communication  of  their  ideas, 
their  plans,  and  future  projects,  if  they  fhould 
have  the  fame  good  fortune,  which  others  have 
met  with  under  limilar  circumftances.  What¬ 
ever  may  have  been  the  offence  of  the  Ma~ 
gifirates  refpeffing  the  other  prifoners,  the 
Members  of  Adminiftration  are  chargeable 
with  nothing  but  a  degree  of  indulgence 
bordering  on  indifcretion  in  the  cafe  before  us  : 
and  all  we  have  to  hope  for  is,  that  they  will 
not  reap  any  corrupt  fruits  from  their  well 
intended  humanity. 
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To  the  queftion,  Whether  a  man  convicted 
of  a  libel  ought  to  be  treated  like  a  convicted 
felon,  which  feems  to  be  confidered  as  a  mod 
unreafonable  and  difproportionate  puniftiment, 
we  have  no  hefitation  in  anfwering,  that 
whether  the  libel  be  directed  againft  an  in¬ 
dividual,  or  againft  a  body  of  men  ;  whether 
againft  the  conftitution,  or  the  perfons  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs, 
or  in  any  other  cafe,  wherein  the  characters 
of  men  are  materially  concerned,  from  the 
Prime  Minifter  to  the  leaft  confiderable  Ma- 
giftrate,  the  obfervation  will  hold  good,  to 
the  full  conviction  of  the  Libeller,  as  a  far 
more  mifchievous  member  of  fociety  than  the 
I  HIEF 

That  he  who  Reals  my  purfe,  Reals  trafh - 

But  he  who  filches  from  me  my  good  name, 

Robs  me  of  that  which  not  enricheth  him. 

And  makes  me  poor  indeed. 

I  will  only  add,  that  the  Magiftrates,  with 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  aCt,  will  ever  feel 
themfelves  indebted  to  thofe  Gentlemen  who 
ftood  iorth  in  their  defence  ;  perfectly  fecure, 
when  their  caufe  is  fo  ably  fupported  by  per- 
fons,  who  have  made  ftriCt  enquiries  into  the 

real 
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real  Rate  of  the  prifon,  and  into  the  treatment 
of  the  prifoners  ;  and  who  are  able  from  their 
own  perfonal  knowledge  to  declare,  that  the 
Houfe  of  Correction  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex  is  molt  grofsly  libelled  by  the  hackney- 
coachman,  whenever  he  reports ,  that  he  fet 
down  his  fare  at  the  Bastille, 
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